
Each year, Women Lead Change honors the contribu-
tions of historic Iowa women who made outstanding 
and lasting contributions to the citizens of Iowa or have 
advanced the well-being of others throughout the world.

The Women of Achievement Award is a visible reminder to 
all crossing the Iowa Women of Achievement Bridge of their 
contributions to their work, communities, and the status of 
women. A plaque honoring Lou Henry Hoover has been 
placed on the bridge, located in downtown Des Moines.

"Iowa has certainly inspired a significant force of highly 
influential women who will keep our annual awards 
process busy for years to come," said Tiffany O'Donnell, 
CEO of Women Lead Change. "We are honored to shine 
a light on all of these great women leaders on whose 
shoulders we stand today."

Lou Henry Hoover (1874-1944), was born in Waterloo, 
Iowa, and attended Stanford University as the first 
woman to receive a degree in geology. A gifted writer, she 
won acclaim for her translation of De Re Metallica, and 
as First Lady of the United States, wrote the first compre-
hensive history of the White House and its furnishings. 
Her work with Girl Scouts of America and the National 
Amateur Athletic Federation highlighted her passion for 
advocating for women in leadership and athletics.

Members of the Hoover Presidential Foundation staff and 

board of trustees attended the award banquet on Oct. 28 
in Des Moines. Leslie Hoover-Lauble, great-granddaugh-
ter of Lou Henry Hoover, was there to accept the award.

“Lou was a woman who knew no bounds to what she 
could do,” Leslie said. “She believed strongly that women 
do not go behind or in front, they go beside anybody. In 
Girl Scouts, her advice for leadership was to lead from the 
back, not from up front. She had a terrific impact on our 
whole world and I’m so excited she’s being recognized 
today. Thank you so very much!” 

Also honored were Barbara Lee Boatwright (1924-2012) 
and Jessie Field Shambaugh (1881-1971). 

As president of Iowa Clinical Social Work Coalition, 
Barbara Lee Boatwright helped pass state licensure for 
social workers. She moved to Iowa in 1955 and her work 
with Iowa Children and Family Services, Central Iowa 
Mental Health Center, University of Iowa School of 
Social Work, and more earned her recognition for her 
lifetime efforts for social workers and social work issues.

Jessie Field Shambaugh, was born in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, and is known as the "Mother of 4-H." She started 
after-school clubs in 1901 while teaching at Goldenrod 
School in Page County, Iowa. When she became County 
School Superintendent in 1906, she organized Boys Corn 
Clubs and Girls Home Clubs in all 130 country schools. 

For more information on Iowa Women Lead Change, 
visit www.WLCglobal.org. H
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Lou Henry Hoover named  
2021 Iowa Women of  
Achievement Honoree

Leonardo da Vinci Machines in Motion is an unprecedented interactive exhibition now 
open at the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum that takes a unique backwards 
glance at a forward-thinking fellow.

The exhibition, created by Worldwide Museum Activities (WMA) and organized by 
Evergreen Exhibitions, presents from Florence, Italy the largest hands-on display of full-size 

New Exhibit Showcases Largest Hands-on  
Display of Leonardo Da Vinci Inventions

— Continued on page 6

Leslie Hoover-Lauble accepts the award on Lou’s behalf 
during the Oct. 28 luncheon.

This plaque was placed on the Iowa Women of 
Achievement Bridge in Des Moines in honor of Lou 
Henry Hoover’s lifetime of accomplishments.



My term as the Hoover Presidential Foundation Board 
chair ends with the close of 2021. Despite all the chal-
lenges of a global pandemic, extended museum closure, 
and the development of a $20 million capital campaign, 
I leave knowing the Foundation will continue to grow in 
the capable hands of our next chairman, and am grateful 
for the opportunity to be able to serve.

I am truly thankful for the efforts of my fellow Board 
members and of the Foundation staff who work tirelessly 
to ensure we have a fiscally strong and engaged operation. 
Most of all, I am grateful for the many Foundation mem-
bers and donors who have supported our efforts during 

the pandemic. As COVID-19 slowly begins to fade, we 
emerge even stronger than ever as we continue to support 
the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum, 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, and other 
programs that enhance the understanding of Herbert 
Hoover as president and humanitarian.

Yes, things are looking brighter and the excitement of 
the Timeless Values | Modern Experience campaign to 
renovate the Hoover Presidential Library and Museum 
is growing! But this is no time to rest on our laurels. I 
urge you all to continue your support of this worthwhile 
campaign and see it through to its finale. Take advantage 

of the 25% Hoover Tax Credit program for donations 
to the Timeless Values | Modern Experience campaign, 
explicitly crafted with bi-partisan support in the Iowa 
legislature, before the credits run out! 

We are the only non-profit organization in this state who 
has received this type of support and we need to take full 
advantage of it! It does my heart good to know that the 
Iowa legislature sees the value in this project and has pub-
licly honored the legacy of President Herbert Hoover by 
showing their support for the renovation of the Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum here in West Branch.

It has been an honor to work with such a dedicated Board 
and the Foundation staff.

I am humbled to have served these past few years on the 
Foundation board’s Executive Committee. I have had the 
pleasure to serve on the board for 18 years, and I’m look-
ing forward to continuing to serve wherever needed and 
to support the Board and the completion of the Timeless 
Values campaign. H

Chairman's  
Message
H. Eugene Anderson, Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Renovation work is nearing completion on the 
Foundation’s new office space at 127 W. Main Street in 
West Branch. Staff moved on November 18.

Some moderate construction work was scheduled 
before the move to ensure foundation business could 
continue uninterrupted once staff moved in. There was 
a long list of changes required to convert the retail bank 
space into office space.

“First, we had to remove the teller stations,” said Jerry 
Fleagle, president and CEO of the Hoover Presidential 
Foundation. “There was only a single bathroom on 
the main floor, so we added additional restrooms and 
enlarged the existing ones to be ADA compliant. We’re 
also adding a small elevator for access to the basement 
community room for the same reason.”

Opening up the teller area provided ample floor space 
for small exhibits. The first will be a ‘Festival of Trees,’ 
highlighting a dozen Christmas trees themed to ‘The 
Twelve Days of Christmas.’ The display is free to the 
public during regular office hours and debuts during the 
West Branch ‘Christmas Past’ weekend, Dec. 3 and 4. It 
will remain up through December.

“Our office space at the Yellow House has been stressed 
for some time now,” Fleagle said. “We have three people 
jammed into one room and are really excited about 
moving to the larger space.”

There will be ample room at the new location. “We’ve 
invited the West Branch Community Development 
Group to move their executive director into our build-
ing,” Fleagle added. “They will have full access to the 
community room for their events and some additional 

storage areas in the basement.” Fleagle said he’s happy 
to be in a position where we can provide that space in 
support of the West Branch community.

Funding for the property and renovations is not part 
of the Timeless Values | Modern Experience capital 
campaign. The foundation was able to purchase the 
property from U.S. Bank who included a generous 
in-kind gift as part of the deal. The foundation will also 
use proceeds from the sale of two rental properties they 
own. Long-range plans included the eventual demoli-
tion of the rentals so the space, including the adjacent 
Hoover-Ball court property, could be used to build a 
new Foundation home. “With the U.S. Bank building 
deal, the rental properties are no longer needed, as it’s 
much more fiscally responsible to take over this proper-
ty,” Fleagle said. H

Foundation Moves to New Office Space

Construction continues throughout the building in preparation for the big move.
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What’s changed?
The Herbert Hoover National Historic Site started and 
completed a $4 million storm water protection proj-
ect which also created more sound barriers to reduce 
noise from nearby Interstate 80.  The Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum took the opportunity 
to get work done outside including power washing and 
tuck-pointing the exterior, painting, and installation of 
all new lobby windows.  A new special exhibit installed 
in the Quarton Gallery, ‘Leonardo da Vinci- Machines 
in Motion,’ is now open for viewing through January 2, 
2022.  

BRC Imagination Arts, experts in exhibit design, started 
and finished the concept design for the upcoming muse-
um renovation.  

The Timeless Values|Modern Experience capital cam-
paign for the museum renovation is underway.  $5 million 
dollars in Hoover Tax Credits are available for donors to 
the Timeless Values|Modern Experience campaign.

And. . . we are moving!
By the time you get this, the Foundation will have moved 

out of its home overlooking Hoover Park to downtown 
West Branch.  Our quaint office space for the past 40 
years, often referred to as the ‘Yellow House,’ is now va-
cant as we have relocated to the former US Bank building 
at 127 West Main St.  

I’ll admit, when I first came to work for the Foundation 
in 2013, I didn’t know if I would like working in a 100 
year-old three-bedroom house.  However, it quickly grew 
on me!  A former Foundation staffer told me that I would 
have the best view in town- and they were right!  I look 
up over my computer monitor at the front of the Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum, to view a steadfast 
reminder of why we are here.  

Later in the year as the leaves begin to fall, I can see to 
the Birthplace Cottage and Jesse Hoover’s Blacksmith 
Shop. Overlooking the park, I enjoy seeing the change of 
seasons- from the green of summer, to the brilliant leaf 
colors in the fall, to the pure white snow landscape in the 
winter. I will miss it!

What  I won’t miss, though, is raking the tons of leaves 
in the fall (remember all those beautiful trees drop their 
leaves at some time), or the encounters with the famous 
snakes that come out of the tall grass prairie right next to 

the Yellow House and try to take refuge in the basement 
every winter.  Anyone that has worked at the Yellow 
House has stories to tell about our slithery visitors!  We 
have even given some of them nicknames- none of which I 
will repeat here!  

So, I am excited about the move to the new (to us) 
Foundation building on Main Street. We were very fortu-
nate that US Bank gave us a very substantial discount on 
the purchase of the building as a gift, and the remodeling 
costs will be nearly covered by the sale of two rental houses 
the Foundation owned near the Hoover-Ball courts area 
on West Main Street. The rental houses were purchased 14 
years ago with the idea of building a new Foundation office 
and East Room event center. Those plans did not come to 
fruition as the former bank building will take care of all 
our space needs at a substantially lower cost.  

Several have asked if the Timeless Values campaign 
is paying for this building.  The answer is absolutely 
no. All Timeless Values donations go to the Museum 
renovation- period!

It will be a wonderful new home for us. Besides office 
space, we will have a large open space for multiple uses on 
the main floor. In December, we will host a ‘Festival of 
Trees,’ since the Hoover Library will not have space due to 
the da Vinci special exhibit.  The holiday tree theme will 
be the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” and is free of charge, 
open every day except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day!  

Our lower basement level will be home to a remodeled 
conference center, another meeting room, staff lunch-
room, bathrooms and lots of storage space.  To make 
access easier, we are installing a LULA elevator between 
the main floor and basement level.  

Last, we are really looking forward to collaborating with 
the West Branch Community Development group, who 
will have their office in the building, and give them more 
prominence on Main Street than they currently enjoy!

Please come and visit us!  H

President's  
Message
Jerry Fleagle, President and CEO
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19 months was a long time!
The Hoover Presidential Library and Museum closed March 13, 2020, and reopened on October 19, 
2021- closed 19 months (it was open limited hours for seven weeks this summer).  That’s a LONG 
time.  So, did things come to a stop at the Hoover Campus?  Not at all!

Artist’s conceptual drawing of the renovated exhibit space.



    Winter 20214

Nominations Now Open 
Nominations are now open for the Uncommon 
Public Service Award, created by the Hoover 
Presidential Foundation to honor those public 
servants who 
demonstrate un-
common service 
to the people of 
Iowa above and 
beyond their 
legislative re-
sponsibilities. The 
Hoover Presiden-
tial Foundation 
requests the 
public to nominate 
state legislators who exemplify Herbert Hoover’s 
ideals of honesty, integrity and uncommon public 
service. The nominees are judged on their public 
service and humanitarian projects. The awards 
are presented during the last week of March in 
the state House and Senate chambers during the 
morning session. Additional recognition is given 
at the annual Foundation Celebration Banquet in 
the Fall.

Nominations are accepted through March 1  
and are open to the public.

Submitting a nomination is quick and easy with 
our online form. You may also print and mail your 
submission to the Foundation. Visit HooverPres-
identialFoundation.org and click the GRANTS & 
AWARDS tab for complete details.

Tiffany Frederick, the Foundation’s academ-
ic programs manager and event coordinator, 
was recently nominated and elected to the 
West Branch Community Development 
Group (CDG) board of directors. 

The appointment solidifies the 
Foundation’s commitment and interest in 
participating in the economic well-being 
of the city. Tiffany, who lives just minutes 
east of town, appreciates the opportunity 

to serve in the community.

“I am excited to be a part of the CDG 
because it gives me the opportunity to give 
back to a community that I really admire,” 
she said. “I look forward to working with 
the board to preserve the history of our 
downtown district, attract and support 
small businesses, and engage the commu-
nity while helping to bring people to West 
Branch to Eat Shop Explore - Exit 254!” H

Foundation Represented on 
Community Development Board

Tiffany volunteers a shift 
selling West Branch themed 
Christmas ornaments during 
Fall Fest in early October. 

3.375” x 5”

Support provided by: Visit Hoover.Archives.gov 
for hours and ticket information.

I-80 Exit 254   West Branch

Crank, turn and spin these 
life-size replicas, hand-crafted

from da Vinci’s drawings

   

Set in motion over 20
machines from the mind

of Leonardo da Vinci

PERFECT  FOR  FAMILIES  OF  ALL  AGES!Uncommon Public  
Service Award

“  Being a politician  
is a poor profession.  
Being a public  
servant is a noble 
one.”     – Herbert Hoover
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The project was spearheaded by the West Branch Lions 
Club, with support from the Hoover Presidential 
Foundation. Project coordinator Greg Humrichouse said it 
was truly a community undertaking. “Almost every business 
in West Branch donated to the effort, and many from out-
side the community as well,” Humrichouse said. 

The group took on the challenge in 2014, packaging 84,000 
meals. Each bag provides six meals. In all, 51,192 bags of 
beans and rice, plus 49,920 bags of pasta and red sauce were 
produced in about five hours.

Volunteers included members of several local Lions Clubs, 
with 19 from the West Branch Lions, three from Eldridge, 

two from North Liberty and one from Monticello. 175 
other people joined in with ages ranging from three years 
old to 92! Workers formed assembly lines and performed 
a variety of duties including scooping, measuring, bagging, 
sealing and packing. 

The project is in partnership with Meals of Hope, a 
non-profit that does meal packing sessions like these every 
weekend across the country. 

Congratulations to the West Branch Lions and all of the 
volunteers who made this program a huge success in true 
Hoover fashion!  H

Hoover Hunger Project Tops 
Previous Packing Record

5

Hunger remains a major issue around the world. Eastern Iowa is no exception. On Saturday, Oct. 23, 
200 volunteers filled the West Branch Elementary School gym and packed over 101,000 meals destined 
for hunger relief. Half going to Haiti and the other half to food banks across eastern Iowa. 
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machine replicas, constructed according to da Vinci’s 
famous codices.  

“Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion” unique-
ly presents over 20 actual-size working machines, as 
opposed to miniatures or static displays.  The machines 
were designed by a modern team of scientists and arti-
sans who used the craftsmanship that Leonardo would 
have used in his time. 

The exhibit is organized into four parts, based on da 
Vinci’s study of the elements of nature and applied 
knowledge: earth, water, air and fire.  Highlights include 
a revolving crane, an Ornithopter with semi-fixed wing 
glider, a working robot, and various flying machines. 
Other da Vinci displays include the hydraulic water saw, 
the pillar lifter, floats for walking on water, the parachute 
and a cannon.

The exhibition is of particular interest to students and 
young audiences, because it provides an engaging combi-
nation of education and entertainment in an experience 
that explores history, science, mechanics and physics, 
invention and innovation. H

Continued from page 1 —
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WEST BRANCH, IOWA – Aug. 26, 2021 – The 
Hoover Presidential Foundation (HPF) is proud to 
announce the members of a capital campaign committee, 
tasked with raising $20 million to renovate the Herbert 
Hoover Presidential Library and Museum exhibit space 
in West Branch. The project is called, ‘Timeless Values 
| Modern Experience, the campaign for the Herbert 
Hoover Presidential Library and Museum.

The committee co-chairs include 
Herbert Hoover’s great grand-
daughter, Margaret Hoover, 
and former Iowa Governor and 
Ambassador to China, Terry 
Branstad.  
 
Members of the committee 
include:

•  Paul (Lew) Davies, Advisor

•  Robert Downer, HPF Trustee Emeritus

•  Sen. Robert Dvorsky,  
former Iowa State Senator

•  Edwin Feulner, Advisor and founder of  
The Heritage Foundation

•  Charles Funk, HPF Trustee

•  Allan Hoover III, a Hoover great grandson  
and HPF Trustee

•  Haig Mardikian, HPF Trustee

•  Emily Schmitt, HPF Trustee

•  Charese Yanney, Advisor

The Foundation is grateful to the following people 
for lending their assistance as Honorary Campaign 
Members:

•  Willard and Susan Boyd, President Emeritus,  
University of Iowa

•  Tom and Meredith Brokaw, former anchor and manag-
ing editor of NBC Nightly News

•  Ernie and Joanne Buresh, author 
and retired banker 

•  Gary Dolphin, Learfield Sports 
Network, ‘Voice of the Hawkeyes’

•  Mary & Kirk Ferentz, University 
of Iowa Head Football Coach

•  Richard Ferguson,  
Co-founder, IntelliSee

•  Sen. Charles Grassley, U.S. Senator

•  Victor Davis Hanson,  
Hoover Institution Fellow and Historian

•  Andrew and Jeanie Hoover, a Hoover grandson  
and HPF Trustee Emeritus

•  Rep. Dave Loebsack, U.S. Congressman 

•  Dr. George Nash, Hoover Biographer and Historian

•  Mary Louise and H. Rand Petersen,  
former member Iowa Board of Regents 

•  Ambassador Kenneth Quinn, former President,  
World Food Prize Foundation

•  Condoleezza Rice, Hoover Institution Director

•  Henry Tippie, businessman 

•  Wendy Wintersteen, President, 
Iowa State University

The first official meeting took place on Aug. 10, Herbert 
Hoover’s 147th birthday. “It seems all-together fitting and 
appropriate that we launch a campaign today to rededi-
cate ourselves to the memory of his legacy,” said Margaret 
Hoover, co-chair of the committee. “A particular note of 
thanks to you, Gov. Branstad. There aren’t many presiden-
tial library campaigns that get to have the longest serving 
governor co-chair their campaign,” she added.

Committee co-chair,  Terry Branstad agrees. “I’m excited 
about it,” Branstad said. “The 25% Hoover Tax Credit is a 
great selling point. I’m going to do all I can to encourage 
other Iowans to do as I’m doing and recognize that value 
and the value of the project.” 

The last major renovation of the Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum was completed in 1992. 
“Most presidential libraries across the country are reno-
vated every 12 to 15 years. It has been 29 years since ours 
has been renovated, the longest in the country,” said Iowa 
state representative Bobby Kaufmann, who represents 
West Branch in the Iowa House.Kaufmann introduced 
legislation in January of this year known as the Hoover 
Tax Credit. Modeled after the popular Endow Iowa Tax 
Credit, the Hoover Tax Credit provides a 25% tax credit 
to Iowa taxpayers who donate to the Timeless Values | 
Modern Experience campaign. The bill had overwhelm-
ing bi-partisan support in the Iowa House and Senate. 
Governor Reynolds signed the bill into law in June. H

Hoover Presidential Foundation 
Names Capital Campaign Committee

Margaret Hoover Terry Branstad

by Pete Swisher, Park Superintendent

In the months to come the National 
Park Service will be soliciting for ser-
vices to rehabilitate the Gravesite area 
of President Hoover and First Lady 
Lou. Many of you may remember that 
this was previously done in 1996, and  
maintaining this landscape is import-
ant to properly pay respect and tribute 
to our nation’s 31st President.  

It might help first to understand the original vision of 
the park and how its separate locations, including the 
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum, work 
together to provide the public with a cohesive educa-
tional experience. In the 1970 Master Plan developed 
for the emerging Herbert Hoover National Historic 
Site, the authors discussed a “Triangle Tour” that visitors 

would experience.  This triangle centered around 
the historic district of the park, inclusive of 
the Birthplace Cottage and the Library and 
Museum; extended to the Presidential Gravesite; 
and then to a heretofore unrealized Overlook 
location.  The vision of the document authors 
was simply that visitors would come to realize 
Herbert Hoover from birth to grave, with an 
opportunity later to reflect upon his global 
contributions.  

The Gravesite area has become that contemplative 
location many visitors appreciate and reflect upon their 
personal journey while here in West Branch.  Usually 
by this point, they’ve had a glimpse at the formative 
years of a young Bertie Hoover.  Likewise, they may have 
visited the Library and Museum and come to appreciate 
the contributions of a person they may have mistakenly 
relegated to the Great Depression.  Now, standing upon 

a scenic and elevated knoll looking back through a 
meticulously maintained vista, the visitor can appreciate 
that this story started in a modest cottage in a small 
village, and it ended with the lives of untold millions 
saved.  This unpretentious location is suddenly worth 
the dignified upkeep one would expect for a former 
President’s final repose.  

The work to be done in the coming months includes the 
replacement of all of the landscaping vegetation, as well 
as resetting the granite pavers that form the half-moon 
shape walkway.  The arborvitae trees in the back have be-
gun to thin from their age, and the ground beneath the 
yew bushes is beginning to erode.  The pathway joints 
have widened, creating areas where grout is separated or 
absent altogether.   

When complete the area will once again meet the expec-
tations of its planners in park development, in this case 
those that helped author the 1970 Master Plan included 
the familiar names of Allan Hoover, Robert Goodwin, 
Floyd Fawcett, and William Wagner; all members of the 
Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation, Inc. H

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site Update

Rehabilitating the President’s Gravesite

To learn more about the Timeless Values |  
Modern Experience campaign, visit 

TimelessValuesCampaign.org.
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The inimitable style of Richard Norton Smith had the 
packed banquet hall at Brown Deer Golf Club hanging 
on every word. ‘An Evening with Richard Norton Smith’ 
was the first of two events where he would share stories of 
his life among the presidents and presidential libraries. 

The Saturday, Oct. 23 dinner event was a sold-out success. 
Smith spoke of his upcoming biography of President 
Gerald R. Ford that has been 10 years in the making. “So 
far it’s about 900 pages and I have just one more section 
to go,” Smith said of the work.

During his speech Smith spoke of Ford’s thoughtful 
demeanor and his resolve during the fall of Siagon. Smith 
also shared many fascinating stories from the book about 
Ford’s generous personality and deeds accomplished 
outside the purview of the mass media. And still, there 
were plenty of stories left for the second event. H

Sunday, Oct. 24 was a family reunion of sorts. ‘The 
Hoover Forum: Presidents Learning about Presidents’ 
brought together three Hoover Presidential Library 
directors and a retired archivist to share stories about the 
many interesting and high-profile visitors to the Hoover 
Presidential Library.

Richard Norton Smith once served as the director of the 
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum. He 
would hire an assistant director, Tim Walch, who would 
eventually take over the position when Smith left to run 
the Reagan Library. Tom Schwartz, the current director 
for the Hoover Library, was hired when Walch retired 
and acted as the moderator of the forum panel. Retired 
archivist Dwight Miller worked at the Library during the 
Smith/Walch era, organizing the archival documents to 
aid researchers in their efforts.

“Eisenhower and Nixon came in 1965 for the one-year 

anniversary of Hoover’s passing,” Smith told the audience. 
Nixon would become president four years later and was 
scheduled to attend the centennial celebration of Herbert 
Hoover’s birthday in West Branch on Aug. 10, 1974. “But 
he was in San Clemente California licking his wounds, 
having left Washington the day before, after resigning the 
presidency.”

Dwight Miller retold the story of Nixon’s stand-in that 
day, Secretary of the Interior, Rogers C. B. Morton. “He 
took to the lectern and looked out at the audience and 
said, ‘It’s wonderful to be here in West Bend, Iowa…’”

“I remember three Augusts in a row,” began Smith. “ We 
had William F. Buckley, because ‘the Chief ’ as he called 
him, was an early supporter of the ‘National Review,’ and 
Buckley was discharging his debt. Then we had Norman 
Borlaug, the closest thing to a great humanitarian in his 
generation, and then Sandra Day O’Connor.” She was 

born in a household where Hoover’s name was revered, 
and she attended Stanford University, well known for its 
ties to Hoover.

Drawing in the big name speakers was all about personal 
connections, according to Tim Walch. “By having 
Richard here and having achieved what he did in those 
early years, and knowing people as he did in Washington 
D.C. he was able to entice people out to West Branch,” 
Walch said. So we had some extraordinary speakers like 
Elizabeth Dole, Vice President Quayle, and of course, 
Ronald Reagan.”

“I subsequently did speech writing for former President 
Reagan, pro-bono,” Smith recalls. “One thing about 
former presidents – its supposed to be honor enough to 
be asked… but, Reagan was a pro and knew you don’t get 
something for nothing.”

“Through that connection, he agreed to come to the 
library renovation dedication,” Smith continued. In 
addition, Reagan attended a private reception. “He came 
in a side door, walked slowly through the crowd greeting 
people along the way and when we got out he turned to 
me and said, ‘Was that OK?’ I replied, that was great Mr. 
President, thank you so much.” Reagan mentioned to 
Smith that he understood he had been helping with his 
farewell address to the convention, and Smith replied, 
“Well, a little bit…” and Reagan gave a knowing wink as 
his way of saying ‘I’m here because…’ of that connection.

Between the dinner and Forum that weekend, there were 
more stories from history that you’d never hear otherwise 
and the only way to experience it was by being there in 
person. If you ever needed a good reason to support and 
attend programs generating from the Hoover campus, the 
weekend of Oct. 21 through 24, with six outstanding 
Hoover programs, should be all the reason you need. H

Richard Norton Smith Delights  
Crowds at Two Hoover Events

8

Richard Norton Smith delights the crowd with stories from his newest book, a Gerald R. Ford biography.

The Hoover Forum at the Hyatt Regency retold the stories of past presidential visits.

Hoover Forum Tells the Inside Story



Jerry Fleagle, IOM, CAE
President & CEO
Jerry steers the ship. He joined 
the organization in early 2013 
and through his leadership 
has tripled the Foundation's 
endowment fund. In addition 
to running the Foundation and 
managing the staff, he is leading 
a $20 million capital campaign 
to renovate the Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum permanent exhibit 
space - the first renovation in the last 28 years. 

“My role is to help support the Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum and Hoover National 
Historic Site, and advocate on Herbert Hoover’s 
accomplishments and ideals,” Jerry said. If you ask him 
what he enjoys doing the most, he’ll tell you, “It’s when 
I get the chance to go out and speak to groups about 
Herbert Hoover and why his values and ideals are as 
valuable today as they were 100 years ago!”

Contact Jerry for assistance with any operational  
management issues. JFleagle@HooverPF.org 

 

Mundi McCarty 
Vice President, Development 
Recently promoted to Vice 
President of Development, 
Mundi came to us from the 
development team at the 
University of Iowa Foundation 
in 2017. She has been 
instrumental in organizing 
the Timeless Values | Modern 
Experience capital campaign and 
has the effort off to a great start! 

Mundi says she loves to share the important, impactful, 
and emotional stories of the Hoovers and helping 
donors and friends of the Foundation facilitate their 
gifts and appropriately recognizing their support. “The 
best part about what I do is connecting people to a 
cause they care about whether that be history or Iowa or 
the Hoover’s story and seeing them make a difference in 
the lives of those who follow in their footsteps,” Mundi 
said. “It is a privilege to be a part of their experience of 
making a gift of any size that brings them joy.”

Contact Mundi with any questions you have on 
charitable giving, estate planning, or other great ways 
to support the Foundation with a charitable gift. 
MMcCarty@HooverPF.org 

Delene McConnaha 
Capital Campaign and  
Membership Manager

Delene was also recently 
promoted to her current 
position. As the Foundation 
continues to grow, Delene's 
skills are utilized to assist 
in the management of the 
Timeless Values campaign while 
continuing her connections with 
our current members. 

“I love to cultivate relationships and growth in our 
donor and member base,” Delene said. Each member 
has an interresting story and I love listening to every one 
of them. Our members and donors are an incredible 
bunch of folks and a lot of fun!”

Delene can assist you with Timeless Values questions 
and with the status of your Foundation membership 
and benefits. DMcConnaha@HooverPF.org 

Tiffany Frederick, M.S. 
Academic Programs Mgr  
and Event Coordinator
The newest member of our team, 
Tiffany has taken the reins of 
the Uncommon Student Award 
program with enthusiastic vigor! 
“I have the pleasure of working 
with the Uncommon Student 
Award program and coordinating 
events for the Foundation,” she 
said. “My favorite part of my job 
is getting to know the USA students and hearing about 
their projects during Presentation Day.”  

Combined with her skills in event planning and 
creativity, she brings a lot of excitement to our 
programs. Contact Tiffany with any Uncommon 
Student Award or special event questions. TFrederick@
HooverPF.org 

Ryan Johnson 
Financial and Facilities Mgr
Ryan came to the Foundation in 
the summer of 2012. His work 
includes the timely processing 
and management of donor 
gifts and other operational 
expenses. He also manages the 
Foundation's physical property, 

including our office space and properties. 

“The best part of my job is working with a great team 
that works well together,” Ryan said. “For a small staff, 
we get a lot done and still have fun doing it!”

If you have questions about how your financial gifts are 
processed, or how you give a gift of stock, Ryan has the 
answers! Contact him at RJohnson@HooverPF.org

Joan Maske 
Administrative Asst.

Joan has the toughest job- 
keeping the rest of us organized! 
Our first line of service, Joan 
tracks all incoming monies and 
inputs all donations, gifts and 
memberships into the system, 
keeping those records as pristine 
as possible. “I also prepare nearly 
all responses to donors and 
members in addition to procuring 
supplies, among a myriad of other duties,” she said. 

“My job gives me great satisfaction as I am a great fan of 
Mr. Hoover’s and quite enjoy my role as support staff to 
a wonderful group of folks who are sharing his story for 
future generations.”

Joan’s organizational skills are top-notch. She knows 
where every record is and is your go-to resource for 
records management or literally anything else. If she 
doesn't have the answer you seek, which is rare, she'll 
find it! JMaske@HooverPF.org 

Brad Reiners, ABC  
Communications Director

Brad recently celebrated the 
beginning of his 9th year at the 
Foundation last month. He 
is responsible for just about 
everything you see printed, 
published or broadcast about 
the Foundation. He creates 
the ads, web and social media 
posts, photos and videos, and 
coordinates our speaker's bureau 
engagements. 

“Every day is different and brings new challenges,” Brad 
said. “I really enjoy the opportunity to show some 
creativity in my work and learning new things about 
Herbert Hoover.”

Contact Brad for all your marketing and 
communication needs. BReiners@HooverPF.org H
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Foundation Staff Ready to  
Assist with Your Every Need

The Hoover Presidential Foundation employs seven full-time 
staffers - each very talented and experts in their field. Whatever 
your need, there's someone here that can help you! Please take 
a minute to get to know each of us a little better!



Summer 2015    Winter 2021

In addition to his commercial and residential real estate 
expertise, Steve is part of a group that formed Citizens 
First Bank, recently celebrating their 20 year anniversary. 
He still maintains a seat on the board of director there. 

Steve also gives back to the community by serving on 
the Clinton Regional Development Corporation and 
is active with the planning commission and chamber of 
commerce.

He has always had an interest in government and politics. 
He recalls visiting the Hoover campus at a young age, 
as is the case with many Iowa students. As a member of 
his high school choir, their group was invited to a choral 
competition in Washington D.C., where they were gold 
medal winners. During their trip, they performed at a 
variety of locations, including a Baptist church service 
to the delight of all in attendance, including President 
Jimmy Carter, who extended an invitation for the group 
to visit the White House.

“So that afternoon, our tour bus pulls up to the portico 
and we got a personal tour of the White House from 
Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter,” Steve said. “I just loved 
hearing the history of the presidents and for the Carters 
to spend that time with us was amazing.”

Some years later, Steve’s interest was rekindled when 
Hoover Presidential Foundation board member John 

Berge invited him to a 
Hoover program. “I went 
to some presentations 
there, and as you dive 
deeper into President 
Hoover’s life, I found 
myself wanting to learn 
more,” Steve said.

“In my mind, Hoover was 
a man of action,” Steve said. “And actions speak louder 
than words. That means a lot to me. Even though Hoover 
spent a small portion of his life in Iowa, his life reflected 
Iowa values – unpretentious, perseverance, and if some-
one needed help, he was there to help others.” 

Steve said the more he delved into it, the more interested 
he became in President Hoover’s life. “As I attended each 
event, I learned something new,” he said. “Whether it 
was a Third Thursday program or a gravesite program, I’d 
learn another impactful thing.”

Now in his fifth year as a Hoover Presidential Foundation 
trustee, Steve said it was an easy decision to make about 
joining the group. “As an Iowan, it’s important to be 
proud of the Hoover legacy, to be part of telling the 
Hoover story,” he said. “It’s easy to talk about presidents 
you’ve known in your lifespan. We need to tell this story 

to a new generation who has never heard it before.”

A regular contributor to the Hoover campus, Steve 
believes the Hoover story is worth supporting. “Look at 
what Hoover has done with his life. It’s important that we 
as Iowans continue to tell the story to future generations 
so they can learn from history and be better citizens.”

“We’re using 1990 technology to tell the story,” he contin-
ued. “The Timeless Values | Modern Experience cam-
paign to renovate the exhibit space will allow us to reach 
a new generation in a style that interests and excites them 
to learn more in a way that will keep them coming back 
for years to come, and it’s worthy of our support.”

We couldn’t agree more. Thank you for serving on the 
HPF board of trustees, and sharing Herbert and Lou 
Henry Hoover’s legacy, Steve! H

Steve Howes grew up in Clinton, Iowa, where he met and even-
tually married his high school sweetheart, Lisa, even though she 
would attend the University of Iowa to become a nurse and he opted 
for Iowa State University. After graduation, the couple moved to 
Austin, Texas, to operate a family-owned travel company. Four years 
later, the Midwest was calling them back to Iowa. Steve turned the 
agency over to his brother and joined his father’s real estate company 
as the 5th generation in what is now known as Howes and Jefferies 
Realtors in Clinton. 

Trustee Profile:

Steve Howes
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Above left: The best way to see the sights in 
Morocco is from atop a camel. Or is it?

Above right: Steve and Lisa take a break 
while hiking in the Smoky Mountains.

Bottom left: Learning about the presidents – 
by getting ‘the Johnson Treatment’ at the LBJ 
Presidential Library during the 2019 Hoover 
Presidential Foundation Texas Trip.

By taking a distribution from your IRA this year, you 
will likely pay more in taxes and may even reach a 
higher tax bracket. Rolling over part of your IRA's 
"required minimum distribution" or "RMD" to the 
Hoover Presidential Foundation can help reduce 
your tax bill while supporting our cause.

If you are 70-1/2 or older, you can make a gift of up 
to $100,000 this year from your IRA to help further 
our mission. Contact your IRA administrator to get 
started with your gift. While you will not receive an 
income tax deduction, you will not pay taxes on 
any distributions made to us. Please also inform us 
of your plans so that we may use your gift for the 
causes that mean the most to you.

The law allows up to $100,000 per person to be distributed 
from an IRA to a qualified charity each year. If you are mar-
ried, this means you and your spouse can each give up to 
$100,000 per year as long as you each own an IRA. If you 
file taxes jointly. a double gift can go a long way towards 
reduxcing your taxes.

Your IRA for Good
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Fourteen Uncommon Students gathered at the Radisson 
Conference Center in Coralville on Oct. 23 to pres-
ent the results of their summer projects. The Hoover 
Uncommon Student Awards Stanley and Helen Howe 
Presentation Day event showcases each student and 
the work they’ve accomplished. Presentations are made 
before a panel of judges who select four from the group 
as $10,000 scholarship recipients. Each of the 14 stu-
dents earn a $1,500 cash award for being chosen as an 
Uncommon Student. 

The presentations were broadcast as Facebook Live events 
and may be viewed on the Foundation’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/HooverPresFoundation.

The program serves Iowa high school students who apply 
in their junior year. Selections are made in May and the 
students are invited to spend a weekend in West Branch 
in June where they receive a healthy dose of Hoover 
history and tips and mentoring to help them get started 
on their projects.

The students spend the summer working on their projects 
and as seniors in high school, return to West Branch in 
late October to present their results. 

Raina Pfeifer of Coralville was awarded the Pete and 
Meredith Hoover $10,000 scholarship award.

Pete Hoover was a supporter of the Uncommon Student 
Awards from the very beginning, 23 years ago. This pro-
gram was so important to Pete and his wife Meredith they 
included the Uncommon Student Award in their estate 
plan, providing a gift of support to the program that will 
last for decades to come. 

‘Back to our Roots’ was the title of Pfeifer’s project, where 
she built and maintained small hydroponic growing 
stations in her high school to increase exposure to agri-
culture among urban students and fight food insecurity. 
“I was able to pass along much of my harvest to local food 
pantries as well,” Pfeifer said. 

Bryson Smith of Adel received the Innovation $10,000 
Scholarship Award. 

Kimber Lockhart, a 2003 Uncommon Student, gave 
an endowed gift to cover a $10,000 scholarship to the 

project that focuses most on innovation, technology or 
entrepreneurship. 

‘Irrigation Innovation’ was the title of  Bryson’s project, 
where he created programmable and autonomous irriga-
tion systems for use in a community garden. His goal was 
to reduce volunteer time needed to water the gardens and 
promote conservation. 

“I used solar panels to power the units which could be 
monitored and operated anywhere in the world through a 
cell phone app,” Smith said.

Makayla Gasper was also one of the $10,000 award 
recipients.

‘Not Trash’ was the title of her project where she intro-
duced a compost and recycling initiative to her West 
Delaware High School in Manchester. Her goal was to 
equip the school with a $6,000 in-vessel composting ma-
chine as a way to convert food waste into usable compost.  

“We could use this equipment for both the local high 
school and elementary school to process their food waste,” 
Gasper said. 

Nathan Steimel of West Des Moines was a $10,000 schol-
arship recipient as well.

He restored the greenhouse at Valley High School by 
raising money through grant applications. “Once the 
greenhouse became operational again, we involved over 
80 students in a ‘greenhouse club’, including 15 special 
education students, in planting and growing a variety of 

vegetables,” Steimel said. He raised over $14,500 for the 
project. Additional funds were made from selling starter 
plants and mums grown in the greenhouse. Excess items 
were donated to local community gardens.

Steimel was also recognized as the Mariah Becker Award 
recipient. The award is in memory of Mariah Becker, a 
member of the Hoover Uncommon Student Class of 
2000. She was a student at the University of Iowa in 2002 
when she lost a long and courageous battle with cancer. 

The award recognizes a student project that embodies or 
promotes the spirit of volunteerism and leadership. While 
many projects have a defined beginning and end, some 
projects lend themselves to continuation after students 
graduate from high school. Those projects are eligible for 
the Mariah Becker Award and receive a $500 gift toward 
its continuation.

To ensure the greenhouse club continues after his 
graduation, Steimel developed leadership positions for 
club members including vice president, master grower, 
fundraising and community outreach. 

Our congratulations go out to each of the 2021 
Uncommon Students! H

Uncommon Students 
Continue to Impress

USA winners pose with Leslie Hoover-Lauble, great-granddaughter of Herbert Hoover, during the Uncommon Student 
Awards Stanley & Helen Howe Presentation Day. Clockwise from top left: Raina Pfeifer, Bryson Smith, Makayla Gasper, 
Nathan Steimel

Apply online at 
UncommonStudent.org 

Applications due  
March 15!

EARN UP TO $11,500 FOR COLLEGE!
15 students from all across Iowa will receive $1,500 
each if chosen as an Uncommon Student Award finalist! 
Students propose and accomplish a community project 
of their own design- grades, test scores, essays and 
financial need are not evaluated.

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS:  4 STUDENTS WILLEARN AN ADDITIONAL$10,000 SCHOLARSHIP!
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Hoover Presidential Foundation 
PO Box 696 • West Branch, IA  52358

Phone: 319-643-5327
www.HooverPresidentialFoundation.org

info@HooverPF.org

Herbert Hoover Presidential  
Library and Museum 

Now open with limited hours.
For more information call 319-643-5301 

or visit www.Hoover.Archives.gov

Herbert Hoover  
National Historic Site 
Open daily, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information call 319-643-2541 
or visit www.nps.gov/heho

The Hoover Presidential Foundation is excited to bring 
you a Festival of Trees! With the temporary exhibit, 
‘Leonardo da Vinci Machines in Motion’ on display in 
the Hoover Presidential Library’s Quarton Exhibit Hall, 
there’s no room left for the annual tree display there. But 
we have room in the new Hoover Presidential Foundation 
building on Main Street and invite the public to visit free 
of charge!

This year’s theme will be 12 Days of Christmas. The 
display will debut during the West Branch Christmas Past 
celebration December 3 and 4. Guests are invited to walk 
through a magical display of trees and experience each 
verse through a different tree. Enjoy other assorted holi-
day decorations while you sip on hot cocoa and delicious 

cookies. The exhibit 
is free and open to 
the public!

If you are a member, please join us for a sneak peek at 
our Foundation VIP Member Reception on Thursday, 
December 2 from 5 to 7 p.m. Enjoy hot apple cider, an 
assortment of wine, and other treats. Please email, call, or 
visit our website to RSVP. 

The display will remain open throughout December for 
free public viewing. Whether you’re continuing a family 
tradition or starting a new one, please come and enjoy this 
beautiful holiday display with your family and friends. 
Merry Christmas! H

With the end of the year 
approaching, here is a checklist 
of some tax-wise year-end 
charitable gifts that can provide 
you with tax savings and possible 
income benefits:

 ■ MAKE A GIFT OF  
APPRECIATED ASSETS

 ■ FUND A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY
 ■ ESTABLISH A CHARITABLE  

REMAINDER TRUST
 ■ MAKE A GIFT OF LIFE INSURANCE
 ■ CREATE A CHARITABLE LIFE ESTATE

To learn more about how you  
can benefit from these gifts, 
please contact us.

SMART  
IDEAS FOR
YEAR-END
BENEFITS

TAX-WISE GIVING STRATEGIES

Festival of Trees to Premier 
in Foundation’s New Office

Festival of  Trees HoursChristmas Past HoursFriday, December 3rd 8am-8pmSaturday, December 4th 10am-8pmDecember 5th – December 30thMonday-Friday: 9am-6pmSaturday: 9am-5pmSunday: Noon-5pm


