
Uncommon Public Service Award Committee Report 

 

The committee, comprised of Margaret Hoover (Chair), Gene Anderson, Bill Bywater, Bob Downer, and Bruce Barnhart, 

met on Thursday, March 8 to review a total of 31 nominations for 8 Senators and 7 Representatives. The committee 

selected State Rep. Dawn Pettingill (R) from Mount Auburn and State Sen. Pam Jochum (D) of Dubuque.   As always, no 

consideration was given to political affiliation.  Both Rep. Pettingill and Sen. Jochum will be honored and presented their 

awards at the Celebration Banquet this fall. 

A group including Jerry Fleagle and Brad Reiners from the Foundation staff, and trustees Bruce Barnhart, Bill Bywater, 

Bob Downer, David Dierks and State Sen. David Johnson were on-hand at the Capitol March 20, 2018 for the 

presentations. Special thanks to Sen. Johnson for coordinating the effort at the Capitol and to State Rep. Bobby Kaufmann 

for his assistance in the House. 

House recipient Representative Dawn Pettengill received several nominations. One said she is uncommon because “she 

has remained devoutly committed to the bedrock principles of the Hoover legacy: excellence in community leadership, 

meaningful policy action, and integrity.” Another said, “… we want to honor her for her exemplary contributions to the 

common good through public service. She has a servant heart and is an inspiration to many.”  

Of the four nominations placed on behalf of Dawn, this one perhaps says it best. “She is selfless with her time and fearless 

in her pursuit of justice and honesty for Iowans. I can think of no one more qualified for this award. Because of those 

efforts and more, Dawn truly fits an ‘uncommon’ mold.  

Representative Pettengill serves House District 75 in Mt. Auburn and brings depth of experience to the Iowa House, now 

in her 7th term of office. 

The Senate award went to State Senator Pam Jochum. 

Elected to the Iowa House in 1992 and then the Iowa Senate in 2008, Sen. Jochum is respected for her ability to build 

coalitions that get things done for Dubuque and Iowa. She was nominated by two former Uncommon Public Service 

Award recipients, Senators Rob Hogg and Amanda Ragan. 

They wrote, “We nominate Sen. Jochum… because of her inspirational legislative career, her passion for people and her 

community, and her commitment to dignity for all people.” The nomination also quoted Teri Goodmann, assistant city 

manager for the city of Dubuque who said, “Pam is tenacious. She doesn’t give up on people or her passion for the 

community.” 

Among her many accomplishments, in addition to having served as the president of this body, Senator Jochum has played 

a leading role in expanding affordable health insurance coverage to thousands of working Iowans and has stood up for 

citizens with disabilities to protect their health services. Her support for and commitment to education has been 

unwavering. She has worked to expand early childhood education and ensure affordable higher education, whether at a 

state university, a private college or a community college. 


