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Since the last Trustee Board Meeting . . . 
Our last Quarterly Board Meeting was on January 24, 2018.   
 
The Focus Now…and Coming Up…. 
It has been about 10 weeks since our last time together as a board!   Personally, my wife Linda and I had 
the chance to take a couple of weeks’ vacation, and travelled to Indianapolis, southwest Florida, and 
finished up in Jupiter, Florida watching some Cardinal spring training baseball games before heading 
back to Iowa.  And it’s been frigid ever since!  Easter weekend we had all our immediate family in, which 
was the first time since the Christmas holiday. I always look forward to their coming, enjoy it while they 
are here, am exhausted after they leave, and have remorse knowing it will be a few months again before 
we get together again!  
 
Strategic Plan- Those who volunteered (Betsy Corridan, Barry Butler, Charlie Funk, Mundi McCarty and 
myself) to head up areas of the plan have been hard at work, and their updated reports are in the 
board packet.  and I highly recommend you prioritize your time preparing for the meeting by 
reviewing the Strategic Plan, and the reports.   Due to the fact that it helps keep a meeting organized 
and productive, we will have a PowerPoint, and use a screen and projector again for the meeting.  In 
addition, we will post it on the web site, so those on the phone can follow along.  As always, we have a 
lot of documents for your review for the board meeting on April 13.  I encourage you to review them 
before the meeting.  
 
What’s happened? 
 

1. Committee Meetings were held Finance (3/30), Investment (3/29), Awards (3/29), Uncommon 
Public Service (3/8).  All have reports in the board packet. 
  

2. 2018 Farm Exhibit “Tall Grass to Knee High”- Quarton Gallery- will open to the public on 
Saturday the 14th.  We will have our VIP Reception following the board meeting on the 13th, and 
expect a large crowd.   Iowa Farm Bureau President Craig Hill will join us at the reception, and be 
a part of the program at 6PM. 
 

3. Uncommon Public Service Award- The Board reception for Legislators paid off!  By raising 
awareness, we received 31 nominations (up from 6 the year before) for 15 different legislators.  
We received many favorable remarks from legislators.  I would recommend we consider doing it 
again next year, with some modifications. 
 

4. Institute on Civic Engagement- will be held in 2018.  The University of Iowa will fund their half 
again in 2018 (Thank you Barry Butler for your letter of support!)  One possibility discussed 
would be to hold it in Des Moines to broaden the reach to central and western Iowa.  It was an 
intriguing idea, but ultimately it has been decided to hold it on the University and Hoover 
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Campuses again in 2018.  Great News- Over a month ago, Cary Covington, the lead person on 
the University’s side, reported over 58 applications!  (Our capacity is 30).   
 

5. Landslide- I attended (along with Tom Schwartz and Stevie Ballard) a planning session Feb. 24 at 
the Library, where Elizabeth Dinschel and other teachers worked on a curriculum plan for Iowa 
teachers that would include the video Landslide.  Nothing is final, but it sounds optimistic! 
 

6. Bright Star Touring Theatre- Underground Railroad show- In conjunction with the Library and 
Park, this program was a huge hit March 19-22!  It appears it was subject matter, as well as the 
Foundation marketed it to teachers in schools in eastern Iowa.  Despite adding more shows, I 
understand we still had a waiting list of over 1,300 children that could have come if we had the 
room, as we filled the Figge Auditorium for 3 shows a day at 180-200 students per show.  We 
will soon begin planning and possible booking for next spring. 
 

7. I have done numerous radio interviews promoting Campus events and HPF programs.  Brad also 
lined up additional opportunities for others to speak about Hoover programs and events as well 
the past three months.   
 

8. The Europe Trip excitement continues to build!  It looks to be a great trip.  Although we had a 
couple of cancellations, we have others that have stepped in to fill the open slots, so it is still 
sold out.  Attention now turns to next year’s trip.  I think it makes the most sense to plan a trip 
to visit the three Presidential Libraries in Texas (Bush’s 41 & 43 and LBJ) as well as the LBJ Ranch 
and then fill in with other interesting sites.  Still need to figure what time of year.  This would 
leave us having visited all the Presidential Libraries except Clinton and Carter, which could follow 
in subsequent years. 
 

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST- Thank you for your service!  We have a LOT to do, but if we do it together, we 
can get a lot done, and have fun doing it!  I look forward to seeing you on Friday, April 13! 


